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None could deny, however, Lai Bahadur Shastri's claim to fame
as the victorious leader who drove back the aggressor. I saw his
claim to fame and praise not in the manner in which he waged the
war against Pakistan, but in the manner in which he ended it.
I expressed such views at a .meeting held in Madras in honour of
Lai Bahadur Shastri shortly after his sudden demise. The Prime
Minister's death came as a wholly unexpected shock. India reverted
to the situation that prevailed on the eve of Shastri's election as Prime
Minister. Indeed, it could be said that the crisis was even more
acute following Shastri's death.
The rightists effectively capitalized on the anti-Pakistani sentiment
among the people. The pro-American elements and the opponents
of socialism within the Congress began to coalesce. In his task of
selecting a Prime Minister, Kamaraj confronted new conditions.
Communists and leftists publicly announced their list of rightist
and pro-American elements. Their list included, among others,
Morarji Desai, S.K. Patil, and Tamil Nadu's C. Subramaniam.
Similarly, their list of "progressives" included K.D. Malaviya, V.K.
Krishna Menon, and Kamaraj. I could see that there were reasons
and justifications for the two listings. Indira Gandhi succeeded Lai
Bahadur Shastri as Prime Minister. India and the world knew that it
was Kamaraj who was responsible for her selection for the post.
The Communist Party did not welcome the decision of the Congress
Party to elect Indira Gandhi to the prime ministership. As though
to justify the misgivings of the Communist Party, C. Subramaniam
and Prime Minister Gandhi gave indications of what appeared to
be pro-American tendencies.
India signed the PL-480 agreement. It submitted to the devalua-
tion of the rupee. Communists condemned both decisions as
American-inspired and warned that they signalled the growing threat
of the forces of reaction in India.
A day prior to the signing of the PL-480 agreement between
the US and India, I listened to a speech by Kamaraj at a public
meeting on the Madras beach. He was still president of the Congress
Party. In his own fashion he clearly explained the implications of the
PL-480 programme. "Just because we face a serious shortage of food
in our country, we cannot surrender our rights to any outsider. If
anybody wants to help us, they should do so without laying down
conditions. Signing the PL-480 agreement will be an affront to our
self-respect," Kamaraj declared, amidst prolonged applause. "Will